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The Secfet Dispatch

By JAMES GRANT

CHAPTER VI1.—(Continued.)
“Certninly the Inst place where, for
her own sike, 1 would place a dispatch
of the wilow of Peter 111" responded
the other hanghtily; but Balgonie felt his
heart beat quicker ax she spoke. Her
volee wis sweot and low nnd hind o won-
derful chord in it

Balgonie did not see much of his host,
who war genernlly ocenpied among his
people, to whom he wan nlternately a
souree of goverence nnd of terror,

It Ix not seeprising that Charlle Bal-
gonle preferred the soclety of two beautl-
ful young girls 1o that of a testy old man,
To enhnnice thelr paturnl atteactions and
winning monners, they were nlways
dreased in the most fashionable French
mode, and wore the rich stuffa which
came from Moscow and even from China.

Though both consine were remarknble
for thelr Deanty-——one blonde, the other
dark—he lind never for n woment wav-
ered between them; for e had been, from
the first moment he beheld her, irresist-
ibly attracted by the brilliant and black-
eyed Natolle. Besides, he knéw well
that Mariolizza  was betrothed to his
friend and brother officer, Basil Miero-
wits.

It wan searcely possible that the re
sult of hin visit could be otherwise thun
it had proveds for Natalle was no com-
monplice beauty, but one who had sub-
dued the hearts of many more men than
Charlle Balgonle—men who, now at
Moscow aml 8t Petersburg, were count-
ing the dayx of her exile from the Court
of Cathurine.

He blessed the exile and cholee of el
camstances, all o sudden nmd unfore-
seen, which had enst him in her path,
He loved her with all the passionate
adoration so beauntiful and winning a
woman conld inspire In a young and
ardent heart; nor wan it long before Na-
talle became awnre of this, and was af-
fected by the same emotion.

The declaration of his love, and Nata-
lie's ncceptanee of i1, enme about just as
others have done; nand for three days
after Balgonie forgot all about the trop-
blesome empress, her pressing dispa®h
and the terrors of Lioutenaut UGeneral
Weymnrn,

At lust he begnn to wake from his
drenn, to fipnd the stern necessity of de-
parting: and, indeed, the snub-nosed Po-
datchkive, who was nlways hovering
about, seemed ns n perpetunl reminder
of the duty he war neglecting. The lov-
ers were solemnly betrothed In secret—
Marjolizza war their only confidant—and
at present they conld but armnge to walt
until they conld mutunlly confide in Basil
Mierowitz, whom Nntalie, ere long, ex-
pected to wee. To write to each other,
save by specinl messenger, was deemed
at present unwise; but Balgonle would
::Ill her aw he returned again to Novgo-

Bo the Inst evening they were to spend
together came; and they were seated,
wreathed in each other's nrms, with Na-
tall's cheek resting on Balgonle's shoul-
der, In an embowered rustle seat, vot far
from the very place where he had so
boldly crossed the swollen river on that
eventful night,

Charlie's heart was full of sadness and
bewllderment: he could but mutter and
whisper of his love and their hopes, and
agaln and ngain kiss Natalle on the
cheeks and on the lips, while her tears
flowed fast; for she had all the coolog
tenderness of n ring-dove now, and could
only murmur from time to time:

“Oh, Carl, Carl—my own Carl!" and,
like other young ladies similarly clrenm-
stunced on the eve of sepuration, belley-
ed herself to be the most miserable be-
ing in the world. But, amid all this, she
suddenly sturted aud grew pale, on seelng
a figure npproach,

“Bee, Curl, weo!™ slie exclnimed; “that
horrible womuan must be ominous of evil
ut such o time. Why hax shie been per-
mitted to approach "

Balgonie saw, nt n little distance, only
A Russlan gypsy girl, possessed evidently
of conslderable porsonnl attractions, Rhe
stood timidly, nml irresolute whether to
advance or retire: und howed her head
with great humility, while erossing lier
fine but dusky hawds and arms upon her
breant.

“Oh!™ resumed  Naotalle, with some-
thing of a shudder, “ ‘tis Olga Paulownn;
don't let her speak to us in our purtivg
hour, Carl, lest we be compelled to hear
her ming, nmd thar way perhaps bode
evil. The stewnrd, | understand, has
thrice by dog nivd whip driven awny this
mypey girl, who hus come to the house
ugain and again, ostennibly to week alms,
but doubtless only to steal or work mis-
chief by her cunning: for though our
Russlan gypules are not allowed to piteh
thelr tents on any Iand without the ex-
press consent of the owner, this girl's
brother, Nichiolus Pavloviteh, a  half-
blood, hux permnnently settled on our
estate, somewhere in the forests; though
he in despised and loathed by the peas-
antey, whom, doubtless, he loathes and
hntes most cordinlly in turn. [ do wish
she would go sway without being ordered
to do s"

Little did Notalle know that those ill-
requited visits of the poor gypsy girl had
direct reference to the life und safety of
him whose lnds olasped hers so ten-
derly nnd contidingly,

“AL" supl Natulie, with inereasing
ponoyunee; Yshe i about to slug, but
lier voice will soon summon the stew-
url.”

Olgn now began to sing with great
sweetness . Russinn song, the lust lines
of which ended in n shiriek, with which
a cry from Natolie mingled; for the eruel
s#teward had been stenling through the
thicket unperceived, sl now bestowed
# heavy lash neross the tender shonlders
of the cowerlug and shrieking girl; but
ere he conld repeat it, Balgonle sprang
forwannl, arvested the descending whip,
aud then placing In the hand of the sing-
er u fow coitgs, bade Lier hasten away, on
which she departed, with tears of pain
and grutitwde, after pressing his fingers
to her lips: nml, In her tertor nd con-
fusion, leaving her tusk  undone—her
wiurniug of coming treachery untold,

“Oh, Curl!" sald Natalle, lnying her
bhead uganin on Halgonie's bhreast, “dear-
ext Carl, 1 nm so glad she has gone with-
out wenving some misnchievous spell; for,
smile ax you may, 1 enn't help fearing
those people! 1 am a true Russinn, and
dread the evil eye!l”

Richer by a lock of dark and silky
hair and a dismond ring, but leaving his
heart behind him, in one swift hour after
this little eplsode, Balgonle had depart-
ed to meet, nnd, for greater security, to
travel lu consort with, a caravan of a
bundred and fifty boors, who were con-
veying wugar from Moscow to Bt, Peters-

a .

Hs was guided again by the sly Po-
‘datchkine, who had resolved to take es-
pecial eare that the sald caravan
should be avelded,

Seme heuss after Balgonle's doparture,

and when Natalie in the solitude of her
owln room was abandoued to tears and
nnnvailing regrets, a trusted messenger
from her brother arrived with n briet
note, written so enigmatically that none
suve herself could have wnderstood or
deciphered it: but the spirit of it wos
briefly this:

“All s arennged for freeing the priee
oner of B by a steategem. A dispateh
that may connteract, if not baffle, our
plans, nnd fatally compromise us all, lins
been sent by old Weymarn to 8t. Peters:
burg. 1 know not who the bearer is:
but be assured of this, he will never
reaech it nlive. We have set Podutehkine
on his track, and he, worthy Livonian,
for two hundred rubles, would skin his
own father alive,"

After rending this pleasant epistle, lit-
fle wonder s it that Natalle was found
by Mariolizzn, uw the twilight deepened,
halt wenseless upon her bed, cold, in
tears, and utterly miserable,

" CHAPTER VI

A lover hnx ocenslionnlly been lkened
to a foul, ux belng a man possessed by
one iden. This was certalnly somewhnt
of poor Charlie Balgonie's state of mind.
He saw only the dark eyes, the half
drooped lips, and the farewell glance of
Nntaliey so full of hidden and tender
meaning; and while thinking of her and
of her lnst words and promises, thelr mu.
tunl hopes of the future, based almost
entirely upon Basil, he fell an cany prey
to the plune and schemes of the wily
Corporal "odatehkine, who saw only his
anticipnted two hundred silver rubles;
and who, knowing the country as well nn
If it had been every nere, rood and verst
his own property, led him on aud on he
knew not where; but, at all events, two
hours after they shonld have met the
caravan, they found themwelves, to all
nppearnnces, lost ln a denwe forest of
diurk pine trees,

Falling the caravan, baving now pro-
cecded, an he believed, wome twenty
milex or wo, Balgonie hnd thoughts of
passing the night st the house of n
friend of Mierowita, n conntry gentleman
of whom he Lnd been told by Mariolizsa,
who Ilnughingly assured him that this
porsonnge wis “a fine Russlan gentleman
of the ol school, who beat hix wife reg-
ulnrly every Thursday and Baturday with
a whip of thongs," and wans seldom sober,

In short, though he knew It not, Bal-
gonle hnd been for the last two howurs
riding merely In n wide circle, and, by
the careful guldance of Podutchkine, wan
now not many miles from the hut of the
gypwy  woodman, Nicholas Pauloviteh;
nnd, consequently, he was much nearer
the Castle of Lougn than he had the least
Iden of,

“Well, Michail,” maid he, In reply to
some remninrk in which the corporal urged
that they should proceed, “‘we have mins-
ed the wugar caravan, and caunot dis-
cover the residence of the gentlemnan 1
npuk: of, o I am rather provoked at
you,

“Oh, excellency, who ean withstand
destiny ¥ whined the fellow, using an
old Russlan proverh,

Bhortly afterward the wood opened a
little, n redd light appeared, nud they ap-
proached the cottage of Nicholas aulo-
viteh, the half-breed.

“"Pis the cottnge of A man I know.
Here, excellency, we can pasa the night,"”
sald Podatehkine, leaping from his horse
and dutifully taking Balgonie’s bridle, as
It to antlcipate any proposition of pro-
comling any further. *“There In a shed
behind where 1 shall stable our horses;
Nicholax, I know, will make us welcome
to hin lodge.”

In n few minutes more, Balgonie found
himself sented in the cottage, the nspect
of which struck him as belug pecullarly
comfortless, dingy and squalid, s le
viewed It by the light of a pine toreh,
which stood Iu a rusty iron holder on
the rough deal table, whereon lay a pack
of frayed and dog-eared cards,

In addition' to Podatchkine and the
host, Nicholus Pauloviteh, who stomd pe-
spoctfully ut a little distunce from Bal-
gonle, and was  appraising the exact
vilue of his costume, arms and orna-
ments, even to Natalle's diamond ring,
there was present another Hl-visnged fel-
low, with a powerful figure, square
shonlders and glant beard, llke every
Russlan of the lower order; eyes that
were smnll nnd plercing, like those of a
mouse; a long, ferce nose and jagged

‘tecth, hinir shoru off close above the eye-

brows nnd brushed all down stealght
from the crown of his head, which in
form resemblid a cone or a pineapple.

This burburiun, who was dressed chief-
Iy in & cont of sheepskin, and had a
small, but sharp, hatchet and dagger in
lis girdle, was n Stepnink, from a dis-
triet where nothing like n town was ever
seen or know, but  whose ald and
wtrength I'nx\rllvh thought might be
useful aid necessary o the work he and
P'odatehkine had cut out for themselves
in the night.

CHAPTER VIIIL

Balgonle was rather weary nfter his
long ntid desultory ride by rough and un-
frequented ronds, chiefly devious forest
puths; he felt thirsty, und looked at a
pitehier which stood on the table,

CWIIL his exeellency  drink ¥ asked
Nicholus Pawloviteh, In his hoarse und
husky vt "1 have fortunntely one hot-
tle of KRhine cordinl,'” sald the woodmun,
with n rapid pnd furtive glance at his
comrndes; “his excellency will donbtless
honor us by taking It with his supper, ut
least with such fare ns the forest pro-
duees, ns stewed rabibit or s,

"I thank you, gomd fellow,
s this cottnge situated ¥

“Situnted,” replied Nicholas, with a
auick and nneasy glunee at the corporal,
fenring there might be some discrepancy
in thelr information.

“Yeu, in what part of the ecountry?”
sidd Podatehkine, “for we naturnlly wish
to know."

“Near Velie"

“Then I am somewhere nbout twenty
milos from the Lougat"

“Yeu, excellency, precisely,” replied
the raseal,

“Hence, It my liorse Is fresh, 1 may
reach Behlusselburg to-morrow 1"

“Bearcely, ax it lles folly fifty miles
beyoud Velle," sald Nicholas,

“1n the distance »o great?" exclaimed
Balgonie, little knowlng that It was even
more, and all unsuspicloun of how these
wretches were deluding him,

“But, excellency, we may prove more
able guides than Fichall Podatchkine,”
sald the Gypsy woodman; “for we—that
is the Btepuuik and I—must proceed to
Bt, Petersburg to-morrow, on a little
plece of business we shall huve to per
form together."

“Poor Idiots!" thought Podatchkine,
“if you take his body to Bt. Petersburg,
inwulhwhmmanl:%:ﬁd

nouted, A sure as my name
90 1 shall seve my ffty sWrer lntl-."

Where

TERD CEICAGO BAGLE.

A wound, an of footstepn, and of some.
thing like n deinking vessel falllng on the 3
floor of an upper apartment, made the
woodman start up with astonishment and
alarm. He hurriedly applied a ladder to
the trap which gave admission to this
place, and ascended into it: bot returned
nlinost immedintely to say, “there was
no one there"  The evident surprise and
nlarm of the theee men nt this grivinl
meenrrencs was the first canse exoit-
ing Bnlgonle’s suspicion.

e and Podatehkine were both armed,
and even were these men ontlnws, they
wonld searcely, he bolieved, dare to ns-
winlt an oleer on military duty; besides,
the very name of Selilusselburg, whither
lie wons proceeding, carrled o wholesome
wrror with it so dismiscing his cnsunl
wispicions, Charlie nnbuckled lils swomnl,
awl sented himself ot the table, on which
n coll supper of stewed rvibbits and
conrse rye brend wis Inid for the four
who were present,

A platter was plaeed for o A0t per-
won whom Nicholas remnrked to Podatehi-
kine in a growling tone was still nbrond
in the forest, or hind not returned from
some place which was named In o whis-
| LLUL 8

With an affectation of extreme respect
and convtesy, none of the three worthles
woulld seat themselves at the table until
Palgonie specinlly  invited  and  urged
them in suceession to do so,

The bottle of Rhine cordinl wne pro-
dneed from the apnrtment above and
apened,  Two horns, one of which had
A handrome silver vim, were plaeed for
the enppnin nd corpornl.  The former
wias ruther surprised to find such a drink-
ing vessel aw this silver monnted cup in
n plaee wo squinlid, amd e was nbont to
Wt nod examine it when Nicholax Panlo-
viteh, with almost nervous haxte, flled
it, nml niso that of the vorporal,

To the murprire of Balgonie, the lat e
exhibited some undisgnised nlorm on sie-
ing It placed Lefore him; it was an t
tention under all the circmostances Qe
neither wished nor expectod; and so Re
declined to drink,

“Nuy., fear not, friend Michail" snid
the woodmnn, * 'tis the best of cordinl
The eup with the silver mountaings s,
of course, for his excellency the Hospo-
deen,” he added, with n quiet bt grim
significunce which  the wily Cossuck
quite understond, wo he drained the horn
without further objection. Boon after |
Balgonle expressed n desire for repose, J
as he wished 1o depart by daybreak.

“Thix way, excellency,” sald Nicholas,
with nlaerity, lifting the pine torch and
ushering him up the stair, n mere com-
mon Indder, nnd through the teap door
into the little apartment nbove, where
his eonch, composed merely of wkins of
the Lenr and sheep, awaited him, and
where he conld wee the dark forest and
the occasional sturs through n small win-
dow that gave light and alr to the place,
which was so limited In size that it some-
whnt resembled n lttle cabin in a ship:

Left In the misernble den to his own
reflectionn and to darkness, Charlie Bal-
gonle placed hix sword convenlently at
hand, and cast himselt npon the pile of
skine thnt were to form hin bed, and
thonght he had often fared worse in the
bivonues of Rilesin and Bavarin,

(To be continned.)

EVERY ETH WATH THTOLEN.

And Tho Thith Papsr Wath in Great
Hithtreth for Thome Time,

“We are thorry to thay,” explalned
the editor of a weekly paper in Tedhs,
‘thut our compothing-room wath ens
tered Jntht night by thome unknown
theonudrel, who thtole every eth In the

ethtublithment and thueceeded In mnk-

fug hith etheape undetected,

“It hnth been lmpothible of courthe
to procure u new thupply of etheth o
time for thith iththue, and we are
thuth compelled to go to preth in a
thitnation moth
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courthe to purthue than to make the
beth thtagger we can to get  alon
without the mithing letter, nnd we
therefore print the ‘Newth' on time re-
gurdieth of the loth thuthtained,

“The motive of the mitherable mith-
erennt Ith unknown to uth, but donbt-
leth wath revenge for thome thup-
pothed Inthalt,

“It thall never be thald that the
petty thpite of  the  thmall-thouled
villuin bath dithnbled the *Newth,'
It thith meetth the eye of the detetht-
uble ratheal, we beg to athure hhin
that he  anderethitimateth  the re
thourceth of a tirth-cluth newthpaper
when he thinkth he can cripple |t
hopelethly by brenking luto the alpha-
bet, \

“We take ocenthion to thay to him,
furthermore, that bhefore next Thurth-
dny we will have three timeth ath
muny etheth ath he thole."—Ex,

POLITEST OF WARRIORS.

Oen: Plumer, Who Carries Drawing-
Room Manners to the Fileld.

Maj. Gen. Plumer, who led a bat-
tallon of mounted riflemen In the Mnata«
belelund campaign in 1800, has o repu-
tutlon rivaling that of “the mildest
mannered man that ever scuttled ship
or eut a throut.” In the thick of the
fight he s the politest of warriors. As
uh example of his unvarying “drawing-
room manners” as 0 brother  ofticer
onee styled them, n story Is told of him
thut during the Matabele campalgn bis
snll foree found Itself In o very hot
corner, nnd the wen were falling rapld-
Iy In all directions.  Plumer had two
minchine guns with him, and these, he
consldered, were not dolng ax well as
they might. He called ap an orderly,
therefore, uml suld to bim: “WIll you
Kindly go to Capt, Blank (who com-
manded the gunsi and tell him that 1
think he might do better If he would
please move his guns u little further to
the vight? Thank you." And then he
calmly went on with bis direction of
the tight In the same qulet, easy man-
ner. Agnin he was rather badly hit
while In command of a column during
the vecent Bouth African war, and sent
0 messuge 1o his sgecond In command
to the eMect “that he wus rather badly
seratehed, and he wounld be greatly
obliged if Col, Blank would take over
the command of the force pending fur-
ther orders,”

+

The Fiy in the Olntment.

Mrs. Henpeck—I1 understand young
Poorman, who was married last June,
has unexpectedly fallen heir to the
property of a rich uncle.

AMr. Henpeck—Well, well!

Mrs. Henpeck—Talk about luck!

Mr. Henpeck—Yen, It Is tough. If
he had only gotten It before last June.

Works the Other Way,
She—Don't you belleve that *a soft

answer turneth away wrath?”
He—Oh, yes. Oftener, however,
wrath frightens away a soft answer,
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